REPORT ON COMING ELECTION IN A FRAGILEPEACE STATE
SIERRA LEONE 
Elections in Sierra Leone have been highly characterized by violence, rigging, manipulations and intra party conflicts. However, the level and scope at which these vices are employed by the political players vary according to the leadership in power and the system of government. Election-related conflicts at both the national and local levels have cost the country so much in terms of human lives and public infrastructure as well as private property; once united families are torn apart and communities set against each other. Ethnicity and other divisive issues become potent weapons in the hands of the political actors in dealing with an innocent and unsuspecting populace/electorate.
This year being an election year is very crucial to the country’s history as we would be conducting for the first time multi tiers elections which have been preceded by the newly introduced biometric voter registration system. We are happy that Sierra Leone is moving with contemporary technology and rebranding itself. 

Elections as we are all aware, gives the opportunity to all eligible citizens to fully participate in the electoral process and also enjoy their democratic electoral rights which includes; the right to vote and be voted for, freedom of assembly and association, freedom of movement, freedom of opinion and the press and freedom from discrimination and participation. 

Sierra Leone’s democratic process requires that elections are conducted every five years in a free, fair and transparent manner. The Commission views these as very important components of the electioneering process that must be adhered to. Strict observance to, and respect for such rights are critical for the successful outcome of the November 2012 general and Local Government elections, as this in turn will guaranty citizens the enjoyment of other human rights. 

Pre, during and post electoral processes in Sierra Leone during the 1960’s and 70’s have been characterized by aggression, physical violence, harassment and intimidation which to a large extent created national political disorder. Nevertheless, until the late 90’s, significant progress has been made in restructuring the electoral process as positives strides in conducting free and fair elections have been manifested in the last three presidential and parliamentary elections held since 1996 that had wide spread international recognition and acceptance.

However, current trends reveal a slight shift from what has been observed over the years. The Commission has closely followed the electioneering process; and is worried that it has so far been characterized by series of human rights violations, intimidation, mistrust, discrimination , anxiety and both physical and psychological violence, as the case of several incidences that have occurred in several parts of the country interfering with the enjoyment of fundamental human rights and freedom.

Presently, as the National Electoral Commission (NEC) is in the process of planning for the 2012 Presidential and Parliamentary elections, political parties are also actively engaged in the electoral process. Quite recently, although the ban on campaigning has not been lifted, series of indicators which are potentials for political violence and social disorder by political parties continue to raise concern. 

For e.g. in September 2011, violence broke out during the district tour of the Opposition Sierra Leone Peoples Party(SLPP) flag bearer; the bye election in Fourah Bay resulted in physical violence amongst the ruling and opposition parties, the Sierra Leone Peoples Party (SLPP) boycotted the conference organized by the Sierra Leone Police, aimed at developing and accepting the procedures and codes of conduct for political parties during the electoral process with regards political rallies and meetings. Subsequently, the United Democratic Movement (UDM) also complained of political insensitivity of the PPRC with regard the allocation of training, logistical and technical support to small parties, which has been viewed as marginalization.
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The prevailing situation has the tendency to undermine the full participation of citizens in the exercise of their civic responsibilities and further serve as a threat to the disturbance of the hard earn peace which this country is still thriving to maintain.
It is in this vein that SEED Sierra Leone has seen the need to develop a Campaign for Free Fair, Credible and Violent free election 2012 project that will help dialogue among key stakeholders, including political actors, to collectively take responsibility to work towards free, peaceful and fair election that will guarantee the enjoyment of human rights and a peaceful coexistence of all citizens regardless of our political differences.  

The project will aim to ensure that that;

· The Sierra Leone elections are conducted in an atmosphere that is free from fear, intimidation and discrimination.

· The electorate and politicians fully exercise their rights without interference by the security forces.

· All qualified persons especially women and persons with disability fully exercise their right to participation without hindrance during  the electioneering process, 

· Effective redress mechanisms that would speedily address election grievances before, during and after elections are established and effectively functioning.

· Developed a communiqué which would be developed to address critical conflict risk would be signed by all parties and strictly adhered to.
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             Opposition office set on fire in the capital Freetown





Opposition supporter stabbed by a ruling party supporter








